An Invitation to Science teachers, Researchers, Educators

 to Join an Exciting Science Research Project

We are accepting applications for candidate schools to participate in a most exciting international science education project. The Re-Ed-Partnership (REP) Project is conducted within the Marie-Currie- FP6 framework of the EU. It is aiming at developing a new science teaching and learning model in which students, teachers and expert scientists from several countries collaborate on science research projects. These projects combine “hands-on” laboratory experimental work and computer communication network, while bringing students and teachers closer to the front-line of science, and scientists closer to the community.

As we are completing the pilot study, we are looking for partners in Europe and other parts of the world to join us for the next phase in the 2005-2006 school year.

· We are looking for grades 10th-11th students. Four to six students per school, with an enthusiastic teacher to facilitate them. 

· The students will conduct a selected experimental project in Biotechnology, Biology or Environmental Studies in the school’s laboratory. 

· Each group will collaborate with another group in another school, probably in another country

· Each group will be supervised by their teacher and a researcher.

· Students will be able to present their project as part of their curriculum requirements or to submit it to national/international competitions.

· During the study the teachers, students and scientists, will fill up short questionnaires and participate in interviews.

· The Science Research Project and the communication will be in English.

The preliminary study that was done last year shows that current participants have benefited by acquiring independent learning and research skills, and by developing a positive attitude towards science. 

In addition, most students were able to use their projects as part of the requirements in their study program and present them successfully to competitions.

In the last year’s program the scientists were all from Israel. We are looking for collaboration with scientists from a nearby research institute to the school. This will help the students to understand better their research and will also develop a different attitude to science as a result of visiting the researchers’ laboratories and their supervision. In all cases we plan to have a scientist supervising the research.

Initial ideas for the research to be done are presented in the attached materials.

We will be very happy to see your students and you, as well as a researcher from your city take part in this study.

Please don't hesitate to approach us if you have any question or need more information.

Please, refer to our web site at http://www.edugal.org.il/rep/ for more information. 

Yours

Dr. Dina Bartfeld,
Prof. Uri Marchaim

Researcher (Dinab@migal.org.il)
Project Coordinator (Uri@migal.org.il) 

